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how much you will pay or get paid

how long the license lasts

what can and can't be done with the content

what can be done if the license is misused

Hey there!

You’ve done it! You’ve taken your biz one step closer to being fully protected.

If this is our first time meeting, thank you for trusting me with the legal bits of your biz - they’re

incredibly important and getting them sorted can save you time, money, and energy.

In fact, that’s what I’m all about.

As an Intellectual Property Lawyer, I specialize in giving online entrepreneurs the tools they

need to experience profit, protection, and peace of mind while they build the brand of their

dreams.

I’ve seen a lot in my years as a lawyer and entrepreneur, that’s why I’m here providing these

resources for you. So if you know your business could use a lil’ or a lot more legal TLC, keep me

in mind.

Now, let’s dive into the Content License Agreement.

You’re creating content like a washing machine on its spin cycle (i.e. really fast) and you’re

looking for ways to share that content with the masses. 

So you’re jumping at every chance you can get to have your content featured in someone else’s

course, distributed to someone else’s list, or shared live during an interview or virtual summit.

And then it hits you … there’s nothing stopping those people who graciously shared your content

from using it for themselves to make a buck.

That’s reason #1 why you need this agreement. So that people know just because you’re letting

them share your content, they don’t own it. Think of those free photo sites where you can

download an image and use it, BUT you can’t resell said image. This is the same thing.

Reason #2 you want this agreement is in case someone DOES want to license your content (i.e.

pay you for it). In the agreement you can list out things like:

… and more!



Content License Agreement

This License Agreement ("Agreement") is made effective as of

_________ _______, 20___ between, _____________________

{NAME/COMPANY NAME OF PERSON GIVING A LICENSE} of

_________________ {BUSINESS ADDRESS} and

_________________ {NAME/COMPANY NAME OF PERSON

RECEIVING THE LICENSE} of

____________________{BUSINESS ADDRESS OF OTHER

PERSON/COMPANY}.

1. PARTIES

In this Agreement, the party who is granting the right to use the

licensed property will be referred to as “________________” or

“Licensor” and the party who is receiving the right to use the licensed

property will be referred to as “_______________” or “Licensee.”The

parties agree as follows:

It's pretty standard to use Licensor and
Licensee, but if you want to use
something different, you'll want to
note that here.

Here you want to get specific and
make sure the owner of work, the name
of the work/content, and all the
components of the work/content is
detailed out here.

So for instance, if you have 6, 60-
minute video trainings, 3, 30-minute
audio trainings, and 5 PDF worksheets,
you'd list that all out here because
they're all part of your "authored work."

In this section, you set the terms of your
agreement. Will the license be
exclusive or non-exclusive? Where will
the authored work be used? 

This section is also important because
even though it grants the licensee
permission to use the authored work,
the licensor retains the title to that
work.

2. GRANT OF LICENSE

_________________ owns ____________________ {NAME OF THE

CONTENT} (“Authored Work”), comprised of:

In accordance with this Agreement, ______________ {LICENSOR}

grants ______________________ {LICENSEE} an {CHOOSE ONE:

EXCLUSIVE/NON-EXCLUSIVE} license to use the Authored Work

for ______________{PURPOSE OF LICENSE, i.e. for inclusion in a

membership program} ______________{LICENSOR} retains title to

the Authored Work and __________{LICENSEE} will assign

ownership of any derivative works to Licensor.

3. TERM

This Agreement shall become effective as of the date signed and shall

continue for a period of __________ months.

4. TERRITORY

For purposes of this Agreement, this license extends throughout the

universe.

Make sure to indicate here how long
this agreement will be in effect. 



grant a royalty-free license to the
licensee, which means you get no
$.
Have the licensee pay you a royalty
and then decide if you want a lump
sum paid upfront OR a gross
royalty of X% based on the
licensee's sales. From there, you
can lay out the specifics ...
including what happens if a
payment is late.

The money piece - always necessary
and always worth spelling out so both
parties are clear on this piece.

As the licensor, you have two choices:

This section just says that the licensee
is still responsible for paying the
licensor even if they're not specifically
charging customers for the authored
work.

An example of this might be a business
program that has a guest expert share
one of their 90-minute trainings. Now,
that training is not for sale by the
licensee, but it is a part of the program
the licensee is selling - that's where this
section comes into play.

5. COMPENSATION: {CHOOSE ONE}

Licensor grants a royalty-free license to Licensee.

OR

Licensee will pay to Licensor a royalty, which shall be calculated as

follows:

Lump sum:  _________ USD will be paid at the time of the execution

of this Agreement.

OR

A gross royalty of ____% {or _______USD per sale}based on

LICENSEE’s Net Sales of the Licensed Property, accruing upon the

sale of the Licensed Property (i.e., when the Licensed Product is billed,

invoiced, shipped, or paid for, whichever is first regardless of the time

of collection by LICENSEE), calculated on a quarterly calendar basis

(the "Royalty Period") and shall be payable no later than thirty (30)

days after the termination of the preceding full calendar quarter, i.e.,

commencing on the first (1st) day of January, April, July, and October,

with late payments incurring interest at the rate of ONE PERCENT

(1%) per month from the date such payments were originally due.

This royalty is payable by Licensee even if it does not charge the

buyer/purchaser for the Authored Work and shall be based on the usual

gross sales price charged to other buyers in the same or similar locality,

which for purposes of this Agreement shall not be less than

$____________ U.S. per item.

a. Licensee agrees to keep accurate records of its sales of the

Authored Work and to permit these records to be examined from

time to time during the life of this Agreement and for one year

following the termination of this Agreement by authorized

representatives of Licensor.

b. Licensee agrees to furnish written reports to Licensor within 30

days after the first of January, April, July, and October of each year

during the life of this Agreement. These reports will set forth

information for the previous calendar quarter regarding Licensee's

sales of the Authored Work, including the number, price, and any

other details that may be required to enable Licensor to ascertain

compliance with the terms of this Agreement. These reports shall be

accompanied with all royalties then due.

6. REPORTING {ONLY IF THERE IS A ROYALTY THAT IS NOT

PAID AS A LUMP SUM}

When it comes to income, it's important
to keep a good record of what's
coming in and accurately report it. Now
for most business owners, it might end
there, but when other people are
involved and receiving royalties, this
record-keeping becomes even more
important.

This section lays out how this reporting
should be done and what's expected of
the licensee.



This clause ensures that this
agreement is binding to anybody it's
assigned to. However, neither party
has the right to re-assign this
agreement unless both parties give
written consent.

Let's say that you've licensed your work
to be a part of someone's membership
program and that person finds out that
a purchaser of that program sold and
shared your content. 

This clauses here says that they need to
let you know as soon as they become
aware of this AND that it's up to you on
how to proceed. 

10. NOTICE OF INFRINGEMENT

Licensee must notify Licensor promptly of any actual or possible

infringement of the Authored Work, and agrees to cooperate, at the

Licensor's reasonable expense, in prosecuting any infringement.

Licensee may not take action regarding such infringement without the

Licensor's consent.

7. MODIFICATIONS

Licensee may not modify or change the Authored Work in any manner

without written permission from Licensor.

11. INDEMNIFICATION

8. DEFAULTS

If Licensee fails to abide by the obligations of this Agreement,

including the obligation to make a royalty payment when due, Licensor

reserves the right to cancel this Agreement by providing 30 days’

written notice to Licensee.

9. TRANSFER OF RIGHTS

This Agreement shall be binding on any successors of the parties.

Neither party shall have the right to assign its interests in this

Agreement to any other party, unless advance written consent of the

other party is obtained.

a. Licensee agrees to indemnify Licensor and all of its related

organizations, employees, agents, officers and directors, and hold

the same harmless from and against all injury, loss, liability,

expense, damage, penalty or expense of any kind which Licensee or

Owner may sustain, incur, pay or have asserted against it, by reason

of any sale of the Authored Work by or through the Licensee or the

use of the Authored Work by any customer/purchaser of Licensee.

b. Licensor agrees to indemnify Licensee and all of its related

organizations, employees, agents, officers and directors, and hold

the same harmless from and against all injury, loss, liability,

expense, damage, penalty or expense of any kind which Licensee or

Owner may sustain, incur, pay or have asserted against it, by reason

of any alleged infringement of intellectual property rights with

respect to the Authored Work.

This prevents a party from beginning or  
continuing any action, lawsuit, or
proceeding, and also prevents each
party from holding the other
responsible for damages, costs,
expenses, etc.



Even if this agreement expires or gets
terminated, the licensee is still
obligated to provide reports and
payments as laid out above. 

Licensee also understands that when
the agreement expires or is terminated
that the license granted under this
agreement ends immediately and all
use of authored work must cease.

14. AMENDMENT

This Agreement may be modified or amended, if the amendment is

made in writing and is signed by both parties.

12.  RIGHTS AFTER TERMINATION

13. ENTIRE AGREEMENT

This Agreement contains the entire agreement of the Parties and

supersedes any prior written or oral agreements between the parties.

a. The termination or expiration of this Agreement shall not relieve

Licensee of its obligation to furnish reports and payments required

under Paragraphs 5 and 6. {IF APPLICABLE}

b. Licensee expressly understands and agrees that the license

granted under this Agreement immediately ceases and terminates on

termination or expiration of this Agreement.

c. Licensee agrees that immediately on termination or expiration of

this Agreement it will cease all use of the Authored Work in any

form whatsoever.

15. SEVERABILITY

If any provision of this Agreement shall be held to be invalid or

unenforceable for any reason, the remaining provisions shall continue

to be valid and enforceable. If a court finds that any provision of this

Agreement is invalid or unenforceable, but that by limiting such

provision it would become valid or enforceable, then such provision

shall be deemed to be written, construed, and enforced as so limited.

16. NON-DISCLOSURE OF CONFIDENTIAL MATTER

Licensee shall not at any time, except as authorized in writing by

Licensor, publish, disclose, or authorize anyone to publish or disclose

any confidential matter relating to any aspect of the operations or

proprietary information of Licensor, or any other matter concerning

Licensor's operations, marketing strategies, etc. Licensee shall

safeguard and protect from the review, analysis, or copying by

unauthorized persons all manuals, programs, or other information

which is provided to Licensee by Licensor under this Agreement. The

provisions of this Paragraph shall survive the termination of this

Agreement.

This section is pretty self-explanatory,
but is used to protect both parties from
one or both disclosing confidential
information.



This section makes it clear that this is
NOT a partnership or joint venture
between two parties. This agreement is
simply between a licensor and a
licensee.

Arbitration is important especially when
you're operating an online business and
each party may be in a different
country or state.

This clause then allows you to resolve
any dispute through arbitration rather
than through litigation.

19. ARBITRATION

Any controversy or claim arising out of this Agreement that cannot be

resolved by the parties themselves, shall be settled by arbitration in

____________ County, [STATE] or such other location as the parties

may mutually agree, in accordance with the Commercial Arbitration

Rules of the American Arbitration Association. Any award rendered

thereon shall be in writing and shall be final and binding on the parties

and judgment may be entered thereon in any court of competent

jurisdiction. Each party shall bear its own costs and expenses in

connection with the arbitration and the costs and expenses of the

arbitrators shall be borne as determined by the arbitrator.

17. DISCLAIMER OF AGENCY, PARTNERSHIP AND JOINT

VENTURE

Nothing in this Agreement shall constitute or be deemed to constitute a

partnership or joint venture between the parties or constitute or be

deemed to constitute any party as the agent or employee of the other

party for any purpose whatsoever and neither party shall have authority

or power to bind the other or to contract in the name of, or create a

liability against, the other in any way or for any purpose.

20. APPLICABLE LAW

This Agreement shall be governed by the laws of the state of

_____________.

18. WAIVER

The failure of either party to enforce any provision of this Agreement

shall not be construed as a waiver or limitation of that party's right to

subsequently enforce and compel strict compliance with every

provision of this Agreement.

21. COUNTERPARTS; ELECTRONIC SIGNATURES

This Agreement may be executed in one or more counterparts, each of

which shall be deemed an original but all of which together shall

constitute one and the same document. Use of electronic signatures,

email, or other electronic media shall have the same force and effect as

an original signature.

This section allows you to sign the
agreement in counterparts, which just
means that both parties don't have to
be at the same place at the same time
signing this together to make it legally
binding.

In other words, you can email the
agreement to the contractor, have
them sign, and then sign yourself once
they've returned it.

This one is easy. Here, you just need to
include the state where your business is
located.



IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties have executed this Agreement

as of the dates listed below.

{LICENSOR}

{COMPANY NAME}

By: ___________________________  Date: __________________

Name: ___________________________ Title: __________________

{LICENSEE}

{COMPANY NAME}

By: ___________________________  Date: __________________

Name: ___________________________ Title: __________________


